follows readily from the work of McCrimmon [6] that the conclusion of the structure theorem holds whenever A-N has its simple summands each of degree exceeding 2. Similar results have been obtained by Hemminger for the case of the commutative algebras [5] . It is the result of the present paper that this type of result also holds for the case of the strictly power-associative flexible algebras. The results of this paper generalize much of [5] .
In what follows, all algebras are assumed to be finite dimensional.
In [lO] , Rodabaugh has identified sufficient conditions on a class of algebras for each member of the class to have a Wedderburn decomposition. We will take advantage of these results in order to obtain our basic working lemma. Definition 1. A class P of algebras will be called a decomposable class if for each algebra A in the class P:
(a) A is strictly power-associative over a field of characteristic not 2 or 3.
(b) A -N is in P.
(c) If B is a subalgebra of A whose image in A -» A -N is a nonnil ideal in A -N, then B is in P. (e) A(e, t)A(e, t) C A(e, t) (t = 0, l) if e is an idempotent and where A(e, t)
is the usual Peirce subspace corresponding to e and r.
It has been pointed out that the restriction away from characteristic 3 in [lO] can be removed. The class 3 resp. j of noncommutative Jordan algebras resp. strictly power-associative, flexible algebras over a field of characteristic not 2 or 3 and such that, A -N is separable and the simple summands of A -N have at least 3 pairwise orthogonal idempotents each, is a decomposable class.
Here, an algebra is flexible if it satisfies the identity (1) (x, y, x) = 0 or equivalently when char K 4 2 (2) F(xt y» z) = (x, y, 2) + (z, y, x) = 0.
A flexible algebra is a noncommutative Jordan algebra if it satisfies the additional identity (3) (x2,y,x)=0.
If char K 4 2, 3 this is equivalent to the linearized form A power-associative algebra A will be called nearly-simple if it has no ideals distinct from 0, N, and A.
Lemma 1. // P is a decomposable class of algebras such that, if A is in P and if MCN is an ideal of A then A -M is in P, then every member of P has a Wedderburn decomposition provided that every nearly-simple algebra with identity element and contained in P has a Wedderburn decomposition.
Proof. By Theorem 2.1 of [10] it is sufficient to demonstrate the result for each member A of P such that A -N is simple and A has an identity element.
An algebra of minimum dimension in a decomposable class must be semisimple In what follows, K will denote the algebraic closure of F. This is a sufficiently large field so that when A -N is quasiassociative then there is an ele-
is the nil radical of A ". Reference to A and to N will now be as algebras over K except where otherwise noted. As an algebra over K, A has all the properties mentioned above that it has as an algebra over F, except that A is perhaps not nearly-simple as an algebra over K. 
